DECEMBER 2016

Mavy the joy and traditions of the
holiday season fill your heart with
warmth and (ove.

The Leadership Team at
All Paws Rescue

wish you a very Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year!

“Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold,
everything is softer and movre beautiful.”




Happy Holidays to our members celebrating

these December holidays!

Buddhism

Bodhi Day: 8 December — Day of Enlightenment,
celebrating the day that the

historical Buddha (Shakyamuni or Siddhartha Gautama)
experienced enlightenment (also known as Bodhi).

Christianity
Advent: fourth Sunday preceding 25 December

Krampusnacht: 5 December — The Feast of St. Nicholas is
celebrated in parts of Europe on 6 December. In Alpine
countries, Saint Nicholas has a devilish companion
named Krampus who punishes the bad children the night
before.

Saint Nicholas' Day: 6 December

Saint Lucia's Day: 13 December — Church Feast Day. Saint
Lucia comes as a young woman with lights and sweets.

Longest Night: A church service to help those coping with
loss, usually held on the eve of the Winter solstice.

Christmas Eve: 24 December

Christmas Day: 25 December — one of the most
celebrated holidays around the world, increasingly
celebrated by Christians and non-Christians alike.

Anastasia of Sirmium feast day: 25 December
Twelve Days of Christmas: 25 December—6 January

Las Posadas: 16—24 December — procession to various
family lodgings for celebration & prayer and to re-enact
Mary & Joseph's journey to Bethlehem

Saint Stephen's Day: 26 December
Saint John the Evangelist's Day: 27 December
Holy Innocents' Day: 28 December

Saint Sylvester's Day: 31 December

Hinduism

Pancha Ganapati: 21-25 December — modern five-day
festival in honor of Lord Ganesha, celebrated by Hindus
in USA.

Judaism
Hanukkah: Hanukkah, usually spelled ,nN211N

pronounced [xanu'ka] in Modern Hebrew; a
transliteration also romanized as Chanukah or
Chanukkah), also known as the Festival of Lights, Feast of
Dedication, is an eight-day Jewish holiday
commemorating the re-dedication of the Holy Temple
(the Second Temple) in Jerusalem at the time of the
Maccabean Revolt against the Seleucid Empire of the 2nd
century BC. Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and
days, starting on the 25th day of Kislev according to the
Hebrew calendar, which may occur at any time from late
November to late December in the Gregorian calendar.

Paganism

Yule: Pagan winter festival that was celebrated by the
historical Germanic people from late December to early
January.

Yalda: 21 December — The turning point, Winter Solstice.
As the longest night of the year and the beginning of the
lengthening of days, Shabe Yalda or Shabe Chelle is an
Iranian festival celebrating the victory of light and
goodness over darkness and evil. Shabe yalda means
'birthday eve.' According to Persian

mythology, Mithra was born at dawn on 22 December to
a virgin mother. He symbolizes light, truth, goodness,
strength, and friendship. Herodotus reports that this was
the most important holiday of the year for contemporary
Persians. In modern times Persians celebrate Yalda by
staying up late or all night, a practice known as Shab
Chera meaning 'night gazing'. Fruits and nuts are eaten,
especially pomegranates and watermelons, whose red
color invokes the crimson hues of dawn and symbolize
Mithra.

Secular
Boxing Day: 26 December — Day after Christmas.

Kwanzaa: 26 December—1 January — Pan-African festival
celebrated in the US

Watch Night: 31 December

New Year's Eve: 31 December — last day of the Gregorian
year

Hogmanay: night of 31 December—before dawn of 1
January — Scottish New Year's Eve celebration

Dongzhi Festival — a celebration of Winter
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